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With Autodesk Revit our clients
see us as a leader in using tech-
nology to deliver a better prod-
uct and higher level of service.

—Rob Smedley, AIA

Project Design Manager

DMJM Design

“These days, many clients come to DMJM assum-

ing that the firm uses state-of-the-art technology,”

Smedley says.“Autodesk Revit meets, and exceeds,

these expectations.With Autodesk Revit our clients

see us as a leader in using technology to deliver a

better product and higher level of service.”

On-The-Fly Design Studies

The DMJM team has used Autodesk Revit on proj-

ects ranging from concept and program planning

work for the Department of Justice to the detailed

design of an entryway for a university residence

hall—an octagonal lobby supported by an articu-

lated beam structure.

Currently, the Washington Office is working on a

new project for the Federal Government that has

given the design team another opportunity to

once again show what can be accomplished with

the Autodesk Revit solution. The project—an

84,000-square-foot, two-story building—required

that the team be able to quickly explore multiple

designs and produce presentation drawings and

visualizations at any point in the delivery process.

At a design meeting, the client, himself an archi-

tect, suggested a significant change to the build-

ing design.“With any other software, plan changes
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of this magnitude would prove to be too

complicated and time consuming,” says

Smedley.“But we were able to make

those changes on-the-fly with the client’s

guidance, model it, and present it within

minutes of his first thought.”The final

concept benefited from strong client

feedback and buy-in. The result: a

smoother process and a satisfied client.

Smedley says that the flexibility of

Autodesk Revit software gives his team a

competitive advantage and is a con-

tributing factor for winning additional

work. They can easily show clients several

design alternatives, and “we have 20 more

ideas to pull out of our bag if we need to.

Other software doesn’t allow that.”

DMJM has since been awarded a second

project from the client.“They awarded it

to us because they see the value in what

we bring to them as a cutting edge

design team. Revit is an important ele-

ment in the whole concept of how we

deliver a product.”

Multiple Team Members, a Single

Model

When a complex building project

involves multiple architects, optimum

productivity requires that all team mem-

bers have access to the model at all times.

In such cases, the DMJM Design team

uses Revit worksets, so designers can

work on the same model simultaneously.

With worksets, one designer can work on

the building’s exterior, while another

works on the interior, and all their work is

fully coordinated. Architectural designer

Antonella Cortez has been pleased with

the results:“You see your team members’

changes as you save your own work.”

In addition, Cortez has found the software

easy to learn.“I was able to pick up Revit

quickly without costly or time consuming

training,” she says.“What really helped

were the step-by-step tutorials that I

could access at my convenience.”

No Surprises

Clients come to the table with widely dif-

fering backgrounds and abilities to visual-

ize buildings and interpret drawings. A

rendered view makes design intent clear

and “gives most people an immediate

sense of the building,” says lead technical

designer Mike Brainerd. Autodesk Revit

software’s powerful visualization capabili-

ties enhance DMJM’s communication

with clients, helping to eliminate costly

surprises.

Focus On Creativity

From schematic design through construc-

tion documentation, Autodesk Revit elim-

inates the manual CAD processes that sap

design creativity.“You spend less time

prepping drawings because you’re work-

ing on the design and your final construc-

tion documents in the same model,

simultaneously,” says Galen Hoeflinger,

architectural designer. And fewer tedious

tasks mean more time for design:“We like

to design–Revit gives us a chance to do

more of it, which results in a better build-

ing. If you don’t have that time, explo-

ration is limited,” says Smedley.

The Benefits

For the DMJM Design team, the benefits

of Autodesk Revit software are clear:

• Visualization encourages fast, accurate

decision making.

• Clients understand the design, and their

expectations are met.

• Risk of changes in the field is reduced.

• The team is better able to deliver high-

quality service.

• The entire office can get up to speed

quickly and easily.

“I’m extremely pleased by the work that

we are able to do. Our designers are very

talented, but Autodesk Revit is allowing

them to really push things,” says Smedley.

“With Revit our architects spend less time

on tedious documentation and coordina-

tion, and more time on tasks that

enhance the value of a project: design

and quality.”

For more information about Autodesk

Revit, see www.autodesk.com/revit.
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