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Questions and Answers 
 
AutoCAD® Revit® MEP Suite is the design and 
construction documentation solution for 
mechanical/electrical/plumbing (MEP) 
engineering. It combines AutoCAD® software-
based documentation productivity with the 
competitive advantages of building information 
modeling.  
Improve productivity, accuracy, and coordination—from conceptual design through 
construction documentation—with AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite, the design and construction 
documentation solution for mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP) engineering. 
Seamlessly collaborate with architects using AutoCAD® or AutoCAD® Architecture 
software in an intuitive design environment. Minimize coordination errors with architects 
and structural engineers using the Revit platform and building information modeling (BIM) 
workflows. And with BIM, provide better decision making and building performance 
analysis support for the engineer. 

AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite: Everything you need in one solution for MEP engineering 
design and documentation. 

Contents 
 
1. General Product Information....................................................................................... 3 

1.1 What is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite?....................................................................... 3 
1.2 Is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite software the product that used to be called AutoCAD 
Revit Series—Systems Plus? ....................................................................................... 3 
1.3 What is Revit MEP?................................................................................................ 3 
1.4 Is the Revit MEP software the product that used to be called Autodesk Revit 
Systems?...................................................................................................................... 3 
1.5 What is AutoCAD MEP? ......................................................................................... 3 
1.6 Is the AutoCAD MEP software the product that used to be called Autodesk 
Building Systems? ........................................................................................................ 4 
1.7 Why is AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP bundled in the one solution?...................... 4 
1.8 What are the main benefits of AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? .................................... 4 
1.9 What are the main benefits of Revit MEP? ............................................................. 5 

www.autodesk.com/autocadrevitmepsuite 



AUTOCAD REVIT MEP SUITE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1.10 What is Revit?....................................................................................................... 5 
1.11 What is building information modeling? ................................................................ 5 
1.12 What is Parametric Change Management? What does parametric mean, and how 
does the parametric change engine keep everything updated when I make changes? 6 
1.13 Are there any other industry-specific applications built on the Revit Platform?..... 6 
1.14 What are the main benefits of AutoCAD MEP? .................................................... 6 
1.15 What are the main enhancements in AutoCAD MEP 2008?................................. 7 
1.16 Who should consider purchasing Autodesk AutoCAD Revit Series—Systems? .. 8 
1.17.1 Do I need to purchase AutoCAD to run the AutoCAD MEP application in 
AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite?.......................................................................................... 8 
1.18 Is there an easy way to share designs with project team members who are not 
using either AutoCAD MEP or Revit MEP? .................................................................. 8 
1.19 Where can I purchase AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite?.............................................. 8 
1.20 Is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite subscription aware? ............................................... 9 

2. Technology ................................................................................................................... 9 
2.1 Does AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite support engineering design calculations and 
analysis?....................................................................................................................... 9 
2.2 Does Revit MEP support sustainable design through building performance 
analysis?....................................................................................................................... 9 
2.3 How does AutoCAD MEP help with Sustainable Design? ...................................... 9 
2.4 What content is provided with AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? Can I create custom 
content?........................................................................................................................ 9 
2.5 Does AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite support metric units? ........................................ 10 

3. Compatibility............................................................................................................... 10 
3.1 What is the AutoCAD MEP object enabler?.......................................................... 10 
3.2 Can I open files created in Autodesk Building Systems 2007.1 or earlier with the 
AutoCAD MEP in AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? ........................................................... 11 
3.2 What about object compatibility between AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP, Revit 
Architecture, and Revit Structure?.............................................................................. 11 
3.3 Is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite compatible with third-party engineering applications? 
Which partners are working with Autodesk to provide this functionality?.................... 11 

4. Platforms, System Requirements, and Network...................................................... 11 
4.1 What are the system requirements for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite 2008? ............ 11 
4.2 Is a network version of AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite available?.............................. 12 

5. Support and Training ................................................................................................. 12 
5.1 Where do I find training courses for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? ......................... 12 
5.2 How do I obtain technical support for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite?....................... 12 
5.3 Can I get training directly from Autodesk? ............................................................ 13 

2 



AUTOCAD REVIT MEP SUITE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. General Product Information 
1.1 What is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
AutoCAD® Revit® MEP Suite is the design and construction documentation solution for 
mechanical/electrical/plumbing (MEP) engineering. It combines AutoCAD® software-based 
documentation productivity with the competitive advantages of building information 
modeling (BIM). Improve productivity, accuracy, and coordination between mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing engineering design teams, as well as with architects and 
structural engineers. 

AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite 2008 includes two software applications, Revit® MEP 2008 and 
AutoCAD® MEP 2008. Each of these applications comes shipped on two separate sets of 
DVDs with a single serial number and a single activation code permitting use of both 
products on a non-concurrent basis. 

1.2 Is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite software the product that used to be called 
AutoCAD Revit Series—Systems Plus? 
Yes. AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite is formerly known as Autodesk® AutoCAD® Revit® 
Series—Systems Plus. To better align our product line with the needs and requirements of 
our customers in the AEC Industry, Autodesk has modified the names of some of our 
products, which you will see reflected in our new 2008 product line. We believe that these 
name changes simplify the choices you have when it comes to selecting the best product 
for your professional needs. 

Throughout this document and in other materials from Autodesk, “AutoCAD Revit MEP 
Suite” refers to the 2008 version of the product formerly known as Autodesk AutoCAD 
Revit Series—Systems Plus. 

1.3 What is Revit MEP? 
Revit MEP is the building information modeling design and documentation software for 
MEP engineering. Use an intuitive design tool that works the way engineers think. 
Minimize coordination errors between mechanical, electrical, and plumbing (MEP) 
engineering design teams; collaborate with architects and structural engineers using the 
Revit platform and building information modeling workflows; and gain better building 
performance analysis support for engineers.  

1.4 Is the Revit MEP software the product that used to be called Autodesk Revit 
Systems? 
Yes. Revit MEP is formerly known as Autodesk® Revit® Systems. To better align our 
product line with the needs and requirements of our customers in the AEC Industry, 
Autodesk has modified the names of some of our products, which you will see reflected in 
our new 2008 product line. We believe that these name changes simplify the choices you 
have when it comes to selecting the best product for your professional needs. 

Throughout this document and in other materials from Autodesk, “Revit MEP” refers to the 
2008 version of the product formerly known as Autodesk Revit Systems. 

1.5 What is AutoCAD MEP? 
AutoCAD® MEP design and construction documentation software is built for mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing (MEP) engineers, designers, and drafters. Increase productivity 
and accuracy through an efficient AutoCAD-based engineering workflow, while minimizing 
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coordination errors between mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineering design 
teams as well as with architects and structural engineers. 

1.6 Is the AutoCAD MEP software the product that used to be called Autodesk 
Building Systems? 
Yes. AutoCAD MEP is formerly known as Autodesk® Building Systems. To better align our 
product line with the needs and requirements of our customers in the AEC Industry, 
Autodesk has modified the names of some of our products, which you will see reflected in 
our new 2008 product line. We believe that these name changes simplify the choices you 
have when it comes to selecting the best product for your professional needs. 

Throughout this document and in other materials from Autodesk, “AutoCAD MEP” refers 
to the 2008 version of the product formerly known as Autodesk Building Systems. 

1.7 Why is AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP bundled in the one solution? 
Combining AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP in one solution provides an MEP firm with the 
unique capability of being able to support multiple project software environments 
requested by their customers - architects, construction companies, and building owners. 
AutoCAD MEP maximizes the efficiencies of traditional AutoCAD-based architectural and 
engineering workflows adopted on projects, leveraging existing AutoCAD knowledge and 
expertise. Revit MEP provides a platform for MEP engineering firms to implement the 
competitive advantages of building information modeling and gain the ability to better 
support architects and structural engineers on building projects that are adopting BIM with 
Revit® Architecture and Revit® Structure. (Refer to 1.11 for more information on building 
information modeling.) 

1.8 What are the main benefits of AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
� Everything you need to improve productivity, accuracy, and coordination 

Create more consistent and accurate construction documents in less time. Improve 
productivity of MEP design and documentation processes, within either an AutoCAD-
based workflow, using AutoCAD MEP, or a Revit-based workflow, using Revit MEP. 
Use tools developed specifically for mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineers, 
designers, and drafters. Reduce requests for information (RFIs) and costly design 
changes in the field by working with dynamically updated construction documents. 
Create a realistic representation of the engineering system for enhanced 
communication of design intent with mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineers, 
as well as architects and structural engineers. 

 

• Building information modeling for MEP engineering—Revit MEP 
Enjoy an intuitive, straightforward process with software that mirrors the real world of 
MEP engineering. Work holistically, treating information in terms of the entire building 
and linking mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems with the building model. 
Reap the competitive advantage of BIM by aiding the engineer to optimize MEP 
systems design for buildings and gain better building performance analysis support 
for engineers. Get instant design feedback from the building information model when 
working within a Revit-based A&E (architectural and engineering) workflow. Get 
timely feedback on a project’s MEP scope, schedule, and budget. By using a building 
information model, you can virtually eliminate design coordination errors between 
MEP engineering disciplines, and with the architectural and structural engineering 
disciplines.  
 

• Discipline-specific AutoCAD for MEP engineering —AutoCAD MEP 
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Reduce drafting time by working with discipline-specific AutoCAD-based tools for the 
MEP engineer, designer, and drafter. Maximize documentation coordination between 
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing design teams, as well as with architects and 
structural engineers within an AutoCAD-based A&E workflow. Work in a familiar 
AutoCAD environment to implement new design tools at your own pace. Increase 
efficiency of AutoCAD-based A&E design development and construction 
documentation process with industry-based MEP content. Adapt AutoCAD to existing 
workflows, flexibly implementing it, where appropriate, to improve the design process. 

1.9 What are the main benefits of Revit MEP? 
• Use an intuitive design tool that works the way engineers think 

Enjoy an intuitive, straightforward process with software that mirrors the real world of 
engineering. Revit MEP works holistically, treating information in terms of the entire 
building, linking mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems with the building model. 
Reap the competitive advantage of BIM by aiding the engineer to optimize MEP 
systems design for buildings and gain better building performance analysis support 
for engineers. Get design feedback instantly from the building information model 
when working within a Revit-based A&E workflow. Get timely feedback on a project’s 
MEP scope, schedule, and budget. 
 

• Increase coordination with fully parametric change management 

Maximize the efficiencies of your Revit-based A&E design development and 
construction documentation process by completing the building information model 
with Revit MEP. Reduce design coordination errors between mechanical, electrical, 
and plumbing engineering design teams as well as with architects and structural 
engineers. Collaborate smoothly by using a building model developed in Revit 
Architecture or Revit Structure software.  

� Improve your business with enhanced communication.  

Create a realistic representation of a building’s MEP engineering systems for 
enhanced communication of design intent to your clients and accelerate decision 
making through in-process visualization. Benefit from the automated exchange of 
engineering design data from the building information model. Find errors sooner, 
before they show up in the field, avoiding costly redesign on site. Minimize application 
management with a comprehensive MEP engineering solution.  

1.10 What is Revit? 
Revit software is Autodesk’s platform for building information modeling. Applications such 
as Revit MEP, built on the Revit platform, are complete, discipline-specific, building design 
and documentation systems supporting all phases of design and construction 
documentation. Applications built on Revit help provide immediate competitive advantage, 
better coordination and accuracy, and can contribute to higher profitability for MEP 
engineering firms. 

At the heart of the Revit platform is the Revit parametric change engine, which automa-
tically coordinates changes made anywhere—in model views or drawing sheets, 
schedules, sections, and plans.  

1.11 What is building information modeling? 
Building information modeling (BIM) is the creation and use of coordinated, internally 
consistent, computable information about a building project in design and construction. 
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The ability to keep this information up-to-date and accessible in an integrated digital 
environment gives architects, engineers, builders, and owners a clear overall vision of 
their projects and contributes to the ability to make better decisions faster—helping raise 
the quality and increase the profitability of projects. 

For more information about BIM and Autodesk’s strategy for the application of information 
technology to the building industry, see the white papers and other information at 
www.autodesk.com/bim. 

1.12 What is Parametric Change Management? What does parametric mean, and 
how does the parametric change engine keep everything updated when I make 
changes? 
The term parametric in this context refers to the relationships among and between all 
elements of the model that enable the coordination and change management that Revit 
MEP provides. These relationships are created either automatically by the software or 
deliberately by the user as they work.  

A fundamental characteristic of a BIM application is the ability to coordinate changes and 
maintain consistency at all times. The user does not have to intervene to update drawings, 
links, tags, etc  

At the heart of Revit MEP is technology that is new to MEP design and documentation 
systems: a parametric change engine. Revit MEP is built from the ground up using this 
technology. The Revit MEP parametric change engine uses the information captured as 
the designer works to build a network of relationships between elements. When the 
designer changes something, Revit MEP immediately applies that change to any related 
elements. 

This concept is important because it is this capability that delivers the fundamental 
coordination and productivity benefits of Revit MEP: Change anything at any time, 
anywhere in the project, and Revit MEP coordinates that change through the entire 
project. This change management is also one of the fundamental characteristics of a BIM 
solution. 

1.13 Are there any other industry-specific applications built on the Revit Platform? 
Yes. In addition to Revit MEP, there is also Revit Architecture and Revit Structure 
applications. Revit Architecture software is a complete architectural design and 
documentation system supporting all phases of design and all the architectural drawings 
and schedules required for a building project. Revit Structure enables BIM for structural 
engineering firms.  

1.14 What are the main benefits of AutoCAD MEP? 
• Productivity: Increase efficiency by reducing tedious drafting tasks. 

Reduce drafting time by working with tools designed specifically for MEP engineers, 
designers and drafters. Adapt and easily customize AutoCAD MEP to existing 
AutoCAD-based A&E workflows and flexibly implement it where appropriate to 
improve the design process. Use enhanced single-line and double-line system design 
and layout productivity tools. Work in a familiar AutoCAD-based environment to easily 
implement new design tools at your own pace. 
 

• Accuracy: Streamline the design process by reducing errors. 
Move from design to documentation faster through the automated production of 
construction documents with discipline-specific AutoCAD-based tools. Increase the 
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efficiency of the design development and construction documentation processes with 
actual industry-based content. Reuse design data by linking into industry-leading 
analysis, cost estimation, and fabrication software applications. 
 

• Coordination: Coordinate documentation more effectively with the extended 
design team. 
Minimize documentation coordination errors between mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing engineering design teams as well as with architects and structural 
engineers within an AutoCAD-based A&E workflow. Reduce requests for information 
(RFIs) and costly design changes in the field by working with more accurate and 
consistent construction documents. Collaborate seamlessly by taking advantage of 
architectural and structural plans developed using AutoCAD-software-based 
applications. Share work using the industry-leading DWG file format. 

1.15 What are the main enhancements in AutoCAD MEP 2008? 
AutoCAD MEP 2008 builds on the concepts introduced in previous versions of the 
software. The following list highlights just some of the features included in AutoCAD MEP 
2008.  

Ease of Use 

• Single Line Plumbing—With improvements to the plumbing layout and modify tools 
in AutoCAD MEP, you will be more productive. Easily adjust the slope of the entire 
plumbing line or a specific section. All fittings are automatically placed as you layout 
your design. Connecting to existing lines or adding new plumbing lines is faster and 
easier than ever. These enhancements speed up your construction document 
process. 

• Electrical Layout—Layout your electrical design the way you want; either one at a 
time, space evenly, or by distance. The enhancements of the electrical layout allow 
you to automatically align with walls, lines or arcs. You can circuit devices anywhere 
in your project and have the ability to total the loads, and count the devices on any 
circuit in one location. The circuit manager, through the project database, makes it 
easy to design according to code and specifications.  

• Enhanced Piping—Routing preferences make piping layout a breeze. Easily define 
the display of piping as two-line, one line, or graphical one-line; based on the size of 
the pipe and the system. This capability is available in both plan and 3D display 
representations. Increase your drafting productivity, while creating accurate 
construction documents. 

Ease of Migration from Lines, Arcs, and Circles 
• Part Wizard—Quickly and easily create new parts using predefined parametric 

models. Enter the necessary data from the part specification, and allow the Part 
Wizard to do the rest for you. Create equipment that you need: pipe fittings, duct 
fittings, valves, cooling towers, air-cooled chillers and more. You can quickly create a 
new parametric part with custom sizes based on a part template. 

• Global international Metric Content—More and more companies are working on 
international projects. It is now easier to satisfy your customer’s needs with new 
Global profile. This profile allows you to create documents using international metric 
measurements and content. Take advantage of the easy layout and modifications 
tools now available to create more accurate construction documents. 
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 Construction Documents 

• Improved Display—The display improvements allow for easy access to change the 
display properties of objects and clearly show design intent with enhanced display 
controls. These display options can now be controlled from the properties palette. 
You can change the components of your design to properly display the type of 
system (duct, pipe, conduits and cable trays) in the manner that conforms to your 
construction documentation standards. Easily make changes to the presentation style 
of your design by changing the display, rather than each or the components 
individually  

For a complete list of all the features in Revit MEP and AutoCAD MEP visit: 
www.autodesk.com/autocadrevitmepsuite. 

1.16 Who should consider purchasing AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineering professionals should consider AutoCAD 
Revit MEP Suite for its benefits as a design and construction documentation software. 
Maximize the efficiency of MEP design and documentation processes within an AutoCAD 
based workflow using AutoCAD MEP or a Revit-based workflow using Revit MEP. 
Additionally, building owners and contractors can also benefit by reducing coordination 
issues before they appear in the field, thus minimizing time-consuming and costly 
changes. AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite is suitable for commercial, institutional, light industrial 
design and construction projects; such as office buildings, schools, research labs, 
hospitals, and central utility/wastewater treatment plants. 

1.17.1 Do I need to purchase AutoCAD to run the AutoCAD MEP application in 
AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
No. AutoCAD MEP 2008 is built on AutoCAD 2008─providing a discipline-specific 
AutoCAD product for MEP systems engineering design and documentation. You do not 
need to purchase a separate AutoCAD license to use AutoCAD MEP.  

1.18 Is there an easy way to share designs with project team members who are not 
using either AutoCAD MEP or Revit MEP?  
Yes. In AutoCAD MEP there is an Export to AutoCAD feature, which “flattens” the design 
to basic AutoCAD entities, making it easy to collaborate with members of your extended 
design team who may not be using AutoCAD MEP software. This release supports Export 
to AutoCAD R14/2000/2000i/2002/2004/2005/2006/2007 DWG and DXF™ formats, 
making it possible for users of these versions of AutoCAD to open the exported AutoCAD 
MEP 2008 files. 

In Revit MEP you can also produce DWG™ deliverables just as you can using AutoCAD. 
Revit MEP provides industry-leading DWG compatibility using the RealDWG™ toolkit. 
Because these DWG deliverables were created in a modeler, they are well structured and 
easy to change.  

1.19 Where can I purchase AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
To purchase AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite, contact your local Autodesk Reseller for more 
information. To locate one near you, visit www.autodesk.com/reseller. AutoCAD Revit 
MEP Suite is also available through the Autodesk online store at 
www.autodesk.com/estore. 
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1.20 Is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite subscription aware? 
Yes. AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite is subscription aware. 

Autodesk® Subscription is the best way to keep your design tools and learning up to date. 
For an annual fee you get the latest versions of your licensed Autodesk software, self-
paced training options, and a broad range of other technology and business benefits. 
AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite subscription customers have access to regularly updated 
content produced specifically for mechanical, electrical and plumbing design. 
Autodesk Subscription includes direct web support. You get one-to-one online 
communication with Autodesk support technicians for fast, complete answers to your 
installation, configuration, and troubleshooting questions. Web and email communications 
deliver support straight to your desktop. Plus you have web access to your account, so 
you can track and manage questions and responses. 

Additionally, Autodesk Subscription includes Subscription Modules (such as DWG 
Compare), access to Autodesk University (AU) conference materials, and home use 
licensing options.  

For more information about Autodesk Subscription, contact your Autodesk Authorized 
Reseller or visit www.autodesk.com/subscription. 

2. Technology 
2.1 Does AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite support engineering design calculations and 
analysis? 
Yes. Both the AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP applications support engineering design 
calculations and analysis. Autodesk has been working closely with various industry-
leading analysis, fabrication, and cost-estimating applications to facilitate the reuse of your 
design data. (Refer to question 3.3 for more information on third-party applications.) 

2.2 Does Revit MEP support sustainable design through building performance 
analysis? 
Yes. Revit MEP gives better decision making to the engineer through the use of building 
performance analysis in support of sustainable design. Autodesk and IES have a strategic 
relationship that allows a Revit model to be used directly with the building performance 
analysis tools of the IES virtual environment. You will be able to perform Heating & 
Cooling load analysis within the Revit model and more, including daylighting and energy 
analysis with the IES VE. 

2.3 How does AutoCAD MEP help with Sustainable Design? 
AutoCAD MEP supports sustainable design through the transfer of data via gbXML. You 
can support sustainable design through building performance analysis with leading third-
party analysis programs using gbXML. With the appropriate building analysis tools, linked 
with a CAD model, you can quickly and easily simulate the building and access the 
information which will give you a much better understanding of how the building will 
perform. It will also help you identify the optimum configuration of both passive and active 
sustainable design components. 

2.4 What content is provided with AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? Can I create custom 
content? 
Both the AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP applications provide a collection of parts, such as 
fittings, equipment, and fixtures. These components are, based on common industry 
standards for increased accuracy throughout your MEP engineering designs. 
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AutoCAD MEP 
Comprehensive catalogs included with the software organize the collection of available 
parts by discipline and type. AutoCAD MEP also provides several ways to create custom 
content. There is the Content Builder for creating block-based fittings and equipment, and 
styles that provide a quick and easy way to create electrical devices and schematic 
symbols. In addition, as with the previous version of the software, AutoCAD MEP 2008 
supports i-drop® technology, which enables you to share parts through published catalogs 
and the web. AutoCAD MEP 2008 continues to support standards-based pipe classes, as 
well as ANSI/ASME and ANSI/ASTM standards. New pipe-related equipment includes 
additional valves, clarifiers, heat exchangers and pumps, HVAC and electrical content, 
such as duct silencers and access doors. 

Revit MEP 
All elements in Revit MEP are based on families. The term family describes a powerful 
concept that helps users manage data and make changes easily. It refers to an element’s 
ability to have multiple types defined within it, each of a different size and shape. Even 
though the types can look completely different, they are all still related and come from a 
single source, hence the term family. Changes to a family or type definition ripple though 
the project and are automatically reflected in every instance of that family or type in the 
project. This capability keeps everything coordinated and saves users the time and effort 
of manually tracking down components to update.  

The Revit MEP library contains a collection of MEP engineering content in imperial and 
metric units. Each family file can produce many components. With Revit MEP there is no 
need to know a programming language to create your own customized content. Use 
Parametric Components to generate the most elaborate assemblies—including those with 
intricate iterative, algorithmic, and behavioral characteristics—as well as the most 
elementary MEP parts. Parametric Components are an open, graphical system for design 
thinking and form making, a powerful way of expressing design intent at increasingly 
detailed levels. Any and all relationships can be expressed directly in the system; nothing 
is assumed other than that you are thinking about a MEP engineering design. 

2.5 Does AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite support metric units? 
Yes. The AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP applications within AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite 
both support metric units in addition to imperial units. Metric templates and a collection of 
metric content are provided with AutoCAD MEP. Metric content is located in a separate 
catalog from the imperial content in both the AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP applications.  

3. Compatibility 
3.1 What is the AutoCAD MEP object enabler? 
The AutoCAD MEP 2008 object enabler is a free download that enables users outside the 
AutoCAD MEP application to view object data created in AutoCAD MEP. With the proper 
version of the AutoCAD MEP object enabler, any AutoCAD 2000/2000i/2002/ 
2004/2005/2006/2007/2007.1 or AutoCAD LT® 2006 or 2007 user can open and view 
AutoCAD MEP design files. For more information or to download the AutoCAD MEP 
object enabler, go to www.autodesk.com/aecobjecten. 
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3.2 Can I open files created in Autodesk Building Systems 2007.1 or earlier with the 
AutoCAD MEP in AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
Yes, you can always open files created in previous version of AutoCAD MEP. However, in 
order to deliver important new features sought by customers, the file format requires 
occasional updating. When a file format change is made, the files saved to the latest 
version of AutoCAD, and related products, cannot be read by prior versions of the 
software. However, you can always save files in a format that is backward-compatible with 
older versions of AutoCAD and related products. This is useful for people sharing files 
with others who haven't upgraded recently, and applies to the AutoCAD-based products, 
including AutoCAD Architecture and AutoCAD MEP.  

(For more information on AutoCAD MEP interoperability, including object enablers, please 
refer to the “Frequently Asked Questions for AutoCAD MEP” document by visiting 
www.autodesk.com/autocadmep.) 

3.2 What about object compatibility between AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP, Revit 
Architecture, and Revit Structure?  
Revit-based products can read and write ACIS® solids. This capability gives users a way 
to export their models from AutoCAD MEP software and import or link 3D information into 
Revit Architecture, Revit Structure, or Revit MEP software. This method can be used to 
cut sections and perform visual interference detection. 

3.3 Is AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite compatible with third-party engineering 
applications? Which partners are working with Autodesk to provide this 
functionality? 
Yes. By exporting to standard file formats, such as gbXML, you can extract crucial 
engineering design data from AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP for interoperability with third-
party applications from industry leaders. Autodesk is working with industry leaders 
including: Trane, Green Building Studio, IES, Elite, Wendes, and EastCoast CAD, to 
provide functionality for engineering design analysis, cost estimating, and fabrication 
(some of these applications may not yet be available). For more information about the 
availability of third-party applications compatible with AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP, visit 
www.autodesk.com/partnerproducts.  

4. Platforms, System Requirements, 
and Network 
4.1 What are the system requirements for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite 2008? 
 

System Requirements 
The following are the hardware and operating system requirements for installing both the 
AutoCAD MEP 2008 and Revit MEP 2008 applications on a single workstation. 

• Intel® Pentium® 4, 1.4 GHz, or equivalent AMD Athlon® processor  
• Microsoft® Windows® XP SP1 or later (Professional, Home, Tablet PC Edition) or 

Windows® 2000 SP4, Microsoft® Windows Vista™ (Enterprise, Business, 
Premium, Ultimate Edition)  

• 2 GB RAM  
• 8 GB free disk space  
• 1280x1024 monitor and display adapter capable of 24-bit color  
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• Internet connection for license registration  
• Microsoft® Internet Explorer® 6.0 or later 
• Download or DVD-Rom – Any speed (for installation Only) 
• MS-Mouse compliant 

Recommended System Requirements 
The following are the recommended hardware and operating system requirements for 
installing both the AutoCAD MEP 2008 and Revit MEP 2008 applications on a single 
workstation. 

• Intel Core™ 2 Duo 2.40 GHz, or equivalent AMD Athlon processor  
• Windows XP Professional (SP2 or later)  
• 4 GB RAM 
• 8 GB free disk space 
• 128MB, 1280x1024 32-bit color video display adapter, True Color 
• Dedicated video card with hardware support for OpenGL® spec 1.3 or later 
• MS-Mouse compliant 

The preceding requirements are recommended for effective use of AutoCAD Revit 
MEP Suite software. 

4.2 Is a network version of AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite available?  
Yes. Both the AutoCAD MEP and Revit MEP applications use standard Autodesk network 
license management. Enhanced Autodesk standard licensing software helps you get the 
full benefit from your software licenses. For example, with the new license borrowing 
feature you can install a time-limited license on your computer while disabling the license 
on the server for that same period. You can then run AutoCAD MEP or Revit MEP without 
having a connection to the license server for that specified time. 

5. Support and Training 
5.1 Where do I find training courses for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
Training courses are available from Autodesk Consulting, Autodesk Authorized Training 
Center (ATC®) locations, and Autodesk Resellers. Training courses through Autodesk 
Consulting include: Autodesk Virtual Classroom Training (online, instructor-led), custom 
training to match your organization’s specific needs, and Autodesk Classroom Training. 
For more information about Autodesk’s training services, visit www.autodesk.com/training. 

Additionally, you can enroll in instructor-led training at Autodesk Authorized Training 
Centers around the world. These training centers use Autodesk Official Training 
Courseware (AOTC) to deliver comprehensive courses for new and intermediate users. 
An Autodesk ATC also delivers custom courses on Autodesk products. To learn more, 
visit www.autodesk.com/atc 

Check with your local Autodesk Authorized Reseller for a schedule of AutoCAD MEP and 
Revit MEP training classes. To locate a reseller, visit www.autodesk.com/reseller. 

5.2 How do I obtain technical support for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite? 
Autodesk Resellers provide support services for AutoCAD Revit MEP Suite and all other 
Autodesk products. To locate a reseller near you visit www.autodesk.com/reseller. You 
can find a complete list of support options available from Autodesk at 
www.autodesk.com/support. 
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5.3 Can I get training directly from Autodesk? 
Yes. Autodesk Consulting provides project assessments, process audits, implementation 
services, networking setup, application porting, and other custom services to help you get 
the best possible return on your investment in Autodesk technology. For more information 
on Autodesk Consulting visit www.autodesk.com/consulting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Occasionally, Autodesk makes statements regarding planned or future development efforts for our 
existing or new products and services. These statements are not intended to be a promise or 
guarantee of future delivery of products, services, or features but merely reflect our current plans, 
which may change. The Company assumes no obligation to update these forward-looking statements 
to reflect any change in circumstances, after the statements are made. 
 
Autodesk, AutoCAD, AutoCAD LT, ATC, DWG, DXF, i-drop, RealDWG, and Revit are registered 
trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., in the USA and/or other countries. All other brand 
names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders. Autodesk reserves the right 
to alter product offerings and specifications at any time without notice, and is not responsible for 
typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document. 
© 2007 Autodesk, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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